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INTRODUCTION 

Kaposi sarcoma (KS) is a low-grade vascular tumor associated with human herpesvirus-8 infec-
tion (HHV-8). This neoplasm commonly presents as tumors of the lower extremities but it can 
affects visceral organs. This study was undertaken to evaluate clinical and endoscopic features of 
gastrointestinal (GI) Kaposi sarcoma. 

METHODS  

A retrospective study covering 3 patients with Kaposi Sarcoma with gastrointestinal involve-
ment observed over a period of 8 years (January 2010 –March 2018) at Salah Azaiez Institute. 

RESULTS 

Three patients with gastrointestinal KS were identified. All of them were men. The mean age 
was 62 years .One patients had human  immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection and was classi-
fied as stage C3.One patient had renal failure. The average delay in consultation was 3 months. 
The performance status was unimpaired in all patients. Cutaneous lesions (N=3), oropharyngeal 
lesions (N=2), dysphagia (N=1) were the most common symptoms. One patient had anemia. 
Chest X ray (N=3), colonoscopy (N=1), fibroscopy (N=2) and CT scan (N=1) were performed. 

The lesions were diagnosed in the stomach  in 2 patients .Colonic involvement occurred in one 
patient. The most frequent endoscopic lesions were nodular (66%). 

One patient received antiretroviral therapy .All patients underwent chemotherapy. One patient 
was treated with taxol and 2 patients were treated with ABV regimen (Doxorubicin, Bleomycin, 
Vinblastine). 2 patients  were lost to follow up . Complete remission was observed in one pa-
tient. 

CONCLUSION 

Gastrointestinal Kaposi sarcoma is mostly found in men .Stomach was the most frequent locali-
zation. The endoscopic appearance were characterized by nodular lesions. Chemotherapy is the 
standard treatment of GI KS.  
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