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BACKGROUND 

Since the Cleopatra trial, the therapeutic standard for HER-metastatic breast cancer (BC) is 
combination of Pertuzumab, Trastuzumab and Docetaxel. Given the lack of availability of Per-
tuzumab in Tunisia, treating these diseases according to international recommendations remains 
a challenge. We report the case of a patient in which this protocol could be administered with fa-
vorable outcomes. 

CASE REPORT 

This observation is reporting the case of a luminal B-HER2 overexpressed BC in a 36 year-old 
woman. At presentation, radiological investigations revealed bone, hepatic, pulmonary, cerebral 
and meningeal metastasis. She was first treated with combination of Trastuzumab-Paclitaxel (8 
courses)-Zoledronic Acid followed by whole brain radiotherapy (RT). A subsequent CT scan 
showed cerebral and hepatic complete response with pulmonary partial response. Thus, the pa-
tient was put on Tamoxifen with Trastuzumab as a maintenance treatment. 8 months later, the 
CA 15-3 level was rising without radiological progression. She had achieved surgical castration 
and the anatomopathological examination revealed ovarian metastasis. We rechallenged Pacli-
taxel with Trastuzumab and only 6 courses of Pertuzumab. Normalization of the CA 15-3 rate 
has been achieved. A relay by Anastrozole with Trastuzumab (Total of 27 injections) was done. 
The last workup concluded with a complete hepatic, pulmonary and cerebral response and a 
condensation of bone lesions. She is alive in excellent general condition 3 years after diagnosis. 

CONCLUSION 

Efforts by our health authorities are underway to offer anti HER therapies to comply with inter-
national standards. Meanwhile, this case has shown that thanks to continuous anti HER pressure 
with trastuzumab combined with only 6 injections of Pertuzumab, we have achieved prolonged 
survival in this patient. 
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