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BACKGROUND 

This communication presents the latest international descriptive epidemiological data for inva-
sive breast cancer amongst women, including incidence, survival and mortality in the worldwide. 

METHODS 

The incidence and mortality statistics presented here for cancers worldwide were taken from the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer IARC: 
* The Cancer Incidence in five Continents Vol  XI.  
* GLOBOCAN 2018. 

The datas of Cancer survival are taken from: 
* Cancer survival in five continents, a worldwide population-based study or Concord Study Ver-
sion 1, 2 and 3. These Concord studies included 101 population-based cancer registries in 31 
countries for the period 1990-1994 and followed up to 1999 for the Concord Study 1, 279 popu-
lation-based cancer registries in 67 countries for the period 1995-2009 for the Concord Study 2 
and 412 cancer registries in 85 countries for the period 2000–14 for the Concord Study 3 

RESULTS  

Breast cancer is by far the most frequent cancer among women with an estimated. 2 million new 
cancer cases diagnosed in 2018 (23% of all cancers), and ranks second overall (10.9% of all can-
cers). It is now the most common cancer both in developed and developing regions.  
*  Incidence rates vary from 19.3 per 100,000 women in Eastern Africa to 89.7 per 100,000 wo-
men in Western Europe, and are high (greater than 80 per 100,000) in developed regions of the 
world (except Japan) and low (less than 40 per 100,000) in most of the developing regions. 
For women diagnosed during 2010–14, the range of survival estimates is still wide in each conti-
nent, apart from North America and Oceania with 5-year net survival approached 90%. 
**Age-standardized 5-year net survival was 85% or higher in 25 countries, Costa Rica, Marti-
nique, Canada and the USA, Israel, Japan and 16 European countries, Denmark, Finland, Ice-
land, Norway, Sweden, UK, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, and Switzer-
land and Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain.  
**5-year survival was in the range 80–84% in 12 countries, three countries in Central and South 
America Argentina, Peru, and Puerto Rico, five Asian countries (Singapore, China, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan and Turkey and four European countries the Czech Republic and Latvia and Slove-
nia.  
**Survival was in the range 70–79% in 12 countries, Cuba and Ecuador, Kuwait and Mongolia 
and eight countries in Europe, Estonia, Lithuania, Croatia and Bulgaria and Poland. 
**Breast cancer survival remains lower in Eastern Europe and Africa.  

CONCLUSION 

The future worldwide breast cancer burden will be strongly influenced by large predicted rises in 
incidence throughout parts of Asia due to an increasingly westernised lifestyle.  
Efforts are underway to reduce the global disparities in survival for women with breast cancer 
using cost-effective interventions. 
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