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INTRODUCTION 

Breast cancer affects a woman's body image and feelings of sexuality. A diagnosis of breast can-
cer has brought some relationships closer together. Mastectomy by a disturbing body image has 
obliterated sexual and conjugal relations for a significant period of time. Little is known about 
women's perceptions of the sensitive topics of sexuality and body image. 

OBJECTIVES 

To evaluate the frequency and nature of sexual and conjugal disorders in 100 patients treated in 
the Monastir Gynecology Department for breast cancer and to identify the predictive factors for 
these disorders. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

A qualitative questionnaire was conducted using in-depth interviews, presented to patients under 
the age of 55 at the time of breast cancer diagnosis and living with a partner. 100 women with 
cancer were interviewed by a gynecologist, during or after treatment, using non-directive individ-
ual meetings. 

RESULTS 

this study showed that relationships were under significant stress during breast cancer, 65% of 
breast cancer patients suffered from relational tension, 35% felt that their partner was emotion-
ally unavailable. 55% of women saw their marital status change after diagnosis. 88% of respond-
ents believe that cancer affects their sex life and sexual desire has been affected by the disease 
and its treatments. 25% of women revealed that their relationship with their partner is getting 
closer because of breast cancer. 12% of women reported having separated from their partner or 
terminated the relationship after being diagnosed with breast cancer. Most of the women said 
that their partner initiated the separation or separation and identified the reasons for their part-
ner's departure..The ability to reach orgasm was decreased in 61% of women. 65% of women re-
ported a decrease in the frequency of sex. 54% of patients reported a fear of having sex. 
The analytical study found that sexual disorders are related to rural origin, the husband's occupa-
tion, the premenopausal period, the absence of breast reconstruction, the chemotherapy proto-
col and the number of chemotherapy courses. 
Patients who have had a mastectomy are significantly more likely to have sexual problems than 
those with conservative treatment. 

CONCLUSION 

The influence of cancer on sexuality is a delicate and little explored subject, where the taboo of 
sex is associated with the magic fear of cancer. According to this survey, lack of communication 
is one of the main problems when it comes to recognizing and treating sexual problems. The im-
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