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Abstract 
Although, breast cancer is the most common malignancy affecting Palestinian women, little is 
known a bout there biological characteristics. The treatment of breast cancer requires the 
evaluation of ER, PR and HER 2/neu receptor status that were correlated with disease free 
survival and overall survival. An ethnic variation of these receptors is well documented. 
Purpose: The aim of this study is to determine the prevalence of ER, PR and HER 2/neu 
receptor among Palestinian women with breast cancer at Augusta-Victoria Hospital Cancer Care 
Center. 
Patients and Methods: A retrospective analysis was performed on 167 cases of breast cancer 
diagnosed or referred for treatment at Augusta-Victoria Hospital Cancer Care Center in the 
period between January, 2003 and January 2008. Standard immunhistochemical stains were used 
for evaluation of ER, PR and HER 2/neu receptor and FISH testing for HER 2/neu receptor in 
patients with plus 2 on immmunhistochemistry. 
Results: Of these 167 cases, 106(63%) ductal carcinoma of variable histologic grades, 78(52.7%) 
of which were ER positive, 70(47.2%) were PR positive and 27(16.1%) were HER 2/neu 
receptor positive. Seven (4.19%) of all cases were lobular carcinomas, four of which were ER 
positive and four were PR positive and 6 were HER 2/neu receptor negative. 27(16.1%) of all 
study population were HER 2/neu receptor positive and 21(12.5%) of all cases were triple 
negative. 
Conclusion: The prevalence of hormonal receptors positivity in Palestinian women is lower than 
the western countries and close to the Jordanian and Egyptian women. The HER-2/neu receptor 
positivity and triple negativity in our study sample are similar to other populations. 


